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1609  Ferdinand  is  found  replying to   a   c renewed application' of the nobility and peasantry of Styria, Carinthia, and  Carniola  for the free  exercise of the Augsburg  Confession.    Rudolfs  own   attempts   at a Counter-Reformation in his favourite Bohemia began to take practical effect when, in 1602, Jesuit, Capuchin, and cognate influences prevailed upon him, by reviving and extending the operation of an ordinance promulgated in  I 5 815 to deprive Lutherans, Calvinists, and Bohemian Brethren alike of a settled religious status. Much persecution and hardship ensued, including the suppression of the Carmel of the Bohemian Brethren at Jungbunzlau ;  while the majority of the diet resented the  acceptance of the  Trent decrees   by a  Catholic synod,  and their enforcement by the Archbishop of Prague.    These feelings were intensified by the proceedings of Rudolfs government in Hungary, where, in the parts of the kingdom unoccupied by the Turks, religious persecution was now added to a contemptuous neglect of the national laws and usages.     This policy bore its fruit when Stephen Bocskai,  after invading the country (l 604), was by a numerous diet proclaimed ruler of Hungary and Transylvania (1605).    In order to be able to conclude peace with the Turks, Matthias, as the representative of Rudolf (though anything but trusted by him), listened to Stephen Illeshazi and the other Magyar nobles (1606), and afterwards confirmed the code of laws in which the concession of free religious worship to both Lutherans and Calvinists had been incorporated (1608).
Outside the Austrian dominions the best ally of the Roman reaction had long been the incurable disunion.